
Revelation 

Session One 



Need to study it as a BOOK!

Who wrote it? 

When? 

Why? 

What is it about?

 Audience? 

 Style? 

How is it structured?



Four Major Models of Interpretation:

Preterist

Historicist

Futurist

 Idealist / Symbolist











Date Emperor Attitude to Emperor Worship 

27 BC-

AD14

Augustus Permitted worship of his predecessor, Julius Caesar. 

Repudiated self-worship by citizens. 

14-37 Tiberias Discouraged Emperor worship

37-41 Caligula Insisted on recognition of his divinity 

41-54 Claudius Actively discouraged Emperor worship

54-68 Nero Did not take divinity seriously.

68-69 Galba Reign too short to have an impact.

69 Otho Reign too short to have an impact.

69 Vitellius Reign too short to have an impact.

69-79 Vespasian No demand for worship. 

79-81 Titus No demand for worship. 

81-96 Domitian Demanded worship and persecuted “atheists”. 

96-98 Nerva No insistence on worship.

98-117 Trajan Demanded worship.



3First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will 

come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4They will say, 

“Where is this „coming‟ he promised? Ever since our fathers died, 

everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5But they 

deliberately forget that long ago by God‟s word the heavens existed 

and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6By these waters 

also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7By the same 

word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept 

for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is 

like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9The Lord is 

not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is 

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come 

to repentance.
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will 

disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the 

earth and everything in it will be laid bare.

2 Peter 3:3-10



For while this Book abounds in the terror 

of the Lord, through and above tumult of 

multitudes and their voice as of voluminous 

waters or of mighty thundering sounds the 

dear word: “It is I; be not afraid.”

Teach us, O Lord, to fear Thee without 

terror, and to trust Thee without misgiving; 

to fear Thee in love, until it please Thee that 

we shall love Thee without fear. 

Christina Rossetti 



1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from 

his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit 

of wisdom and of understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of 

knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.

Isaiah 11:1-2



9After he said this, he was taken up before their 

very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
10They were looking intently up into the sky as he 

was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white 

stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, 

“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 

heaven, will come back in the same way you have 

seen him go into heaven.”     Acts 1:9-11



Who is, 

and was, 

and who is to come…
We creatures of time, who might have instinctively 

written “was – is – is to come” are thus helped, not 

indeed to understand, but to adore the 

inconceivable, eternal, absolute Unchangeableness 

of God. We run a course; not so He.

Christina Rossetti 



… your faith in God has become known 

everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say 

anything about it, 9for they themselves report 

what kind of reception you gave us. 

They tell how you turned to God from idols to 

serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for 

his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 

dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming 

wrath.

1 Thessalonians 1:8b-10 



The seven 

lampstands are the 

seven churches…



12I turned around to see the voice that was 

speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven 

golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands 

was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe 

reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash 

around his chest.
14His head and hair were white like wool, as white 

as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15His 

feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his 

voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16In his 

right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth 

came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like 

the sun shining in all its brilliance.



The Seven 

Churches of 

Revelation, 

and Patmos 



Ephesus



Shrine of Domitian



The Hercules (Son 

of Zeus) Gate: 

“Only walk 

through this gate 

if you believe in 

Zeus.”





Izmir (Smyrna)



Pergamum



Temple of Serapis (Asclepius)

Much later, Church of St John



Temple of 

Athena



Temple of 

Dionysius



Temple of Zeus



Thyatira



Sardis





Temple of 

Diana 

(Artemis)













Laodicea









Homework (if you want to): 

1.  Read the book through, without stopping at 

chapter headings. 

2.  Bring next week the questions you want 

answered about Revelation, end times, heaven, 

hell… (in written form). Or email them to me:

gleo@emmanuel.qld.edu.au

mailto:gleo@emmanuel.qld.edu.au

