Title:

Building a Life of Sacrifice

Text:

1 Chronicles 29

Date:

5 June, 2011

Preacher:
Rev Stu Cameron

The bible describes David simply as a man after God’s heart.
David lived an incredibly full, adventurous and tumultuous life right to the end.  As an old man, David summoned all of Israel’s officials to a meeting in Jerusalem.  He announces that his son Solomon will succeed him as king and that it will fall to Solomon as his successor to build a temple where the Ark of the Covenant can be housed.  
It is Israel’s Time to Build.  
But David does not leave Solomon or the people there.  What happens next is remarkable.  This is what we read in 1 Chronicles 29:
Then King David said to the whole assembly: “My son Solomon, the one whom God has chosen, is young and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man but for the LORD God.  With all my resources I have provided for the temple of my God.”
(1 Chronicles 29:1-2)
Through David’s military victories, Israel has amassed great wealth.  David knows that the task ahead of his inexperienced son Solomon is huge and expensive.  Like he always has, David gets on the front foot and pledges the first and best of his palace treasury for the temple building project.  David is, as always, setting both the pace and the example.  But he doesn’t stop there.  We read on:
Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the temple of my God, over and above everything I have provided for this holy temple.
(1 Chronicles 29:3)

David has provided for the temple building project out of the treasury; now he provides from his own personal assets.  This second offering he describes as ‘over and above’.  This is a sacrificial offering.  And it is huge.  David gives out of his personal wealth 3000 talents of gold, which is 110 tons in our measurements which is just over 3.5million ounces, which at today’s’ gold price is just over $5billion.  Wow!

Although this was the largest offering David had ever made, this was not the first time that David had made a costly sacrifice to God.  Earlier in his time as King, David had experienced unprecedented military success.  So successful was David as a warrior leader he began to rely on his military wisdom and power rather than the wisdom and power of God.  In short, David sins and sins spectacularly and as a result God’s judgment rests on David, and not just him, but all of Israel which suffers a terrible plague.  
David pleads with God for mercy.  God directs him through an angel to build an altar and make a sacrifice on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.  David obeys and when Araunah sees David coming and recognises him, he bows down at the feet of the king.  This is what we read:

David said to him, “Let me have the site of your threshing floor so I can build an altar to the Lord, that the plague on the people may be stopped.  Sell it to me at the full price.”

(1 Chronicles 21:22)

Araunah does what you would expect someone on awe of the king to do.  He offers David everything he needs to free.
Araunah said to David, “Take it!  Let my lord the king do whatever pleases him.  Look, I will give the oxen for the burnt offerings, the threshing sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the grain offering.  I will give all of this.”

(1 Chronicles 21:23)

That sounds like an offer too good to refuse.  But David does exactly that – he rejects Araunah’s amazing and generous offer.  His response is amazing, and perhaps is the key verse for us today.

But King David replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying the full price.  I will not take for the Lord what is yours, or sacrifice burnt offerings that cost me nothing.”

(1 Chronicles 21:24)

To sacrifice something is to give up something of value for the sake of something, or someone of even higher value.  The Oxford dictionary defines sacrifice as:

Sacrifice: an act of giving up something valued for the sake of something else regarded as more important or worthy.

Last week we reflected on the challenge in proverbs that says:

Honour the Lord with your wealth, with the first-fruits of all your crops.

(Proverbs 3:9)

The word that translated as ‘wealth’ in the NIV translation is the Hebrew word ‘hown’.  It is perhaps more accurately translated as ‘substance’.  Honour the Lord with your substance – with all that you are and all that you have.

David offered himself and his wealth freely and willingly and joyfully for the building of the temple.  His was a true sacrifice.  
Let’s go back to the story of the Temple Building offering.  After making his sacrificial gift, David puts the challenge out to all the gathered officials:
Now, who is willing to consecrate themselves to the LORD today?

(1 Chronicles 29:5)
Following David’s example, and taking up his challenge we read:
Then the leaders of families, the officers of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, and the officials in charge of the king’s work gave willingly. They gave toward the work on the temple of God.

(1 Chronicles 29:6-7)
The leaders and officials were in effect making the offering of all the people.  And they gave and gave and gave – gold, silver, bronze, iron and precious stones – they cashed it all in.  They gave 5000 talents of gold which is 190 tons which is over 6 million ounces which is worth almost $9 billion.  They gave from their substance.  With David’s personal offering combined with the offering of the people, almost $14 billion just in gold was given.

And their giving lead to an outpouring of spontaneous joy:
The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly. 

(1 Chronicles 29:9)

David then leads the people of Israel in a time of profound worship.  He pours out his heart in prayer to God.  I am not going to read that prayer this morning.  We will pray David’s prayer on June 26 when we celebrate what God has done.
After David finishing praying he commands the people to praise God and so they do by falling on their knees in worship.

Pastor and author John Piper says this of what unfolded on this momentous day:

What really happened was that God revealed himself. The giving of money for the house of God was the work of God to reveal God so that we would stand in awe of God. 

(John Piper)
That was an ‘only God’ moment in Israel’s history and in a few weeks we are going to have one of those.

David Sacrificed out of Substance
Whichever way you cut it, the offering David and the people made was spectacular.  $14 billion just in gold, and add to that the silver, bronze, iron and precious stones that were also given.
Perhaps you are like me.  My first inclination is to give to God out of my surplus, as meagre as that might be.  I want to give to God that which will not cost to me too much.  
Every time I give to the work of the church or to a charity there is a cost.  Economists call it an opportunity cost.  

There are two phrases that are not particularly popular in our culture; delayed gratification and displaced gratification.  We know about delayed gratification.  Displaced gratification is about ceasing some expenditure in order that someone else might benefit from the money we have saved.  We displace our gratification for the gratification of another.

If we are going to sacrifice out of substance we will need to get acquainted with both delayed and displaced gratification.
Let me give you a real life example.  As Sue and I have prayerfully considered what we will give to Time to Build, we have had conversations about the opportunities we will either delay or displace as a result.

We will delay for at least three years a particular overseas trip we are planning.

There are certain discretionary household expenditures that we will cease, or displace – at least Monday to Friday!
You see, there is two ways you can determine how much you and your family should give to Time to Build.

You can determine the amount by reason.  What can we afford to give?  What will not cost me too much?  What surplus do I have and so what can I give from it.  That is giving by reason.

Or you can give by revelation.  We can ask God, ‘God, what are you calling me to give?’  You can ask, ‘What of my substance, of my wealth, are you calling me to contribute?’

You can give by reason, which is OK, or you can give by revelation.  Lyndal Mayhew has written a fantastic testimony in today’s gazette about how God surprised her with a revelation just like this.

Oswald Chambers says this:

Our notion of sacrifice is the wringing out of us something we don't want to give up, full of pain and agony and distress. The Bible idea of sacrifice is that I give as a love-gift the very best thing I have. 

(Oswald Chambers)

Tony Campolo was speaking to a large women’s gathering focussed on mission.  Before he was to speak, the leader read to the congregation a letter from a missionary in Venezuela.  Let me take up the story in Tony’s own words:
She read this letter from this missionary who had a hospital, and they needed $5,000 desperately to put an extension on the hospital because they couldn't handle all the patients.
 She turned to me, and she said, "Reverend, would you please lead us in prayer that the Lord would provide for our sister in Venezuela?" And I said, "No!" 
She was taken aback by that. I stood up, and I said, "I'll tell you what I will do"—and it was a good day to pull it off because I was only carrying $2.25—I pulled out my wallet, and I pulled out the two dollars and a quarter, and I slapped it down on the pulpit and I said, "That 's all the money I'm carrying. Madame Chairman, I want you to put all the cash you're carrying on the pulpit."
There were about 1,000 women in this group. I said, "I'm going to ask each of you to do the same. No checks. Just the cash you're carrying. Bring it up. Lay it on the altar. We'll count up the money, and if we don't have enough, I will ask God to write out a check for the difference." 
The chairwoman took out $110 of unadulterated cash and put it with my $2.25. A hundred and ten dollars in cash! Why didn't I marry somebody like that? I said, "We're on our way; we've got $112.25." I said, "You're next," and I pointed to a woman on the front row. She looked around. I said, "I'm serious. Come up here and put your money on the altar." 
You see, I come from a black church, and you know that's the way you take up an offering, you see. And she sheepishly came up and put her money on it, and I said, "Okay let's line up and do it one by one." And they did it! Money kept on piling up and piling up and piling up. When it was all over, we counted the cash. And we had over $7,000, instead of the five that was being required! And I know we didn't get it all because I could see women giving me dirty looks as they walked by. And I said: 
"The sheer audacity of asking God for $5,000, when God has already provided more than $7,000."
Here is the brutal truth.  Even in these incredibly tough economic times, the substance of what God needs to fulfil our Time to Build vision is there.  It is there and it is in our pockets and bank accounts and investment portfolios and even in our spending habits.  In a sense we do not ask God for the money; rather God is asking us.
David Lead by Example

Bill Hybels has said that offers one of the best definitions of leadership.  Leadership is influence.  David exuded a life of leadership, of influence.

When David picked up five small stones out of a dry creek bed and with them and God’s hand defeated Goliath, the people followed his example routed the Philistine army.

When David lead the procession of the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem, he danced before God right at the head of the line and all Israel followed his example.

David was the lead worshipper, the lead warrior and the lead politician and statesman.  He was also the lead giver.

As he gave, inspired by God, others followed his example.

I believe that one of the key reasons the Bible describes David as a man after God’s own heart is that he lived a life not only of radical obedience, but also radical generosity.  David served an incredibly generous God – a gracious and merciful God, a faithful and steadfast God, and as his life progressed David increasingly demonstrated these qualities in his life.

I serve alongside some incredible leaders.  The Elders and Ministry Staff here at Newlife are an incredible gift to me, and I believe you.  God has called them to serve and lead at such a time as this.  As your leaders we know that it is important that we step out in front to offer an example of the level of generosity God is calling all of us to.  So over the last few weeks the elders and staff have been seeking after God as to what they and their family should give.  Not so much out of reason, but from God’s revelation.

Most of our Elders and Staff have put in their pledge cards already.  Some are still waiting on God for the revelation as to what they should give. 

So far ?????? elders and staff have made their pledges.

They have given and pledged a total of ?????

This is average of ????? per family.

I think I can say without fear of contradiction that your leaders are sacrificing out of substance – they are giving out of revelation.

I am in awe of what God is doing.  Do you get sense of it?  We are in an ‘Only God’ time.  
David Invested in the Future
Like all great leaders, David was future oriented.  He looked over the horizon and with the eyes of faith saw what was possible.  His life and actions were always orientated towards the future he believed God was calling him to help create and shape.  A future he would not even directly benefit from.
Bible dates are notoriously difficult to pin down.  Having said this, we believe that David died around 971BC, which means the Temple offering was given sometime around then.  Solomon then succeeds David and builds the temple using in large part the resources David has provided.  The Temple is finished and dedicated in around 953BC, eighteen years after David’s death.  David is long dead and so too most likely are all the officials that gave sacrificially with him.  They gave not for their benefit, but for the benefit of future generations.  There is a German proverb that states:

That which one sacrifices is never lost. 

(German Proverb)

David’s story powerfully illustrates this.  Remember his encounter with Arauanah?  Araunah offered David his land, his threshing floor, for free so that David could make his sacrifices.  But David said that he would not make sacrifices that cost him nothing, that sacrifice is out of substance not out of surplus, and so he paid Araunah 600 shekels of gold for the site.  David makes his sacrifice and as a powerful encounter with God.

That which once sacrifices is never lost.  Years later Solomon begins construction of the temple.  This is what we read:

Then Solomon began to build the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord has appeared to his father David.  It was on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, the place provided by David.

(2 Chronicles 3:1)

That which is sacrificed willingly, that which is consecrated to God is never lost.  Here is truth.  Some of us who God is calling to sacrifice into Time to Build will not enjoy first-hand what it makes possible.  Some of us will move to other places, some of us, like David will go to be with God in glory.  No matter whether we are here or not, all of us, without exception, have the opportunity over the next three years to invest in the future.  Rick Warren says this:

You can’t take it with you.  But you can send it on ahead.

(Rick Warren)

We can send it on ahead to the people we will never meet who do not know God who will discover saving faith in Jesus Christ in part because of the sacrifice we make today.

We can send it on ahead for the young men and women who will be challenged, trained and equipped for ministry here in Australia and to the nations in part because we decided to step out in faith today.

We can send it on ahead to the poor and broken of our city who will be ministered to by men and women equipped in the church to not only preach Good News, but to be Good News.

Like David, we can send it – our substance - on ahead to those who are to come.
CT Studd was one of the great 19th century missionaries.  He said this:


If Jesus Christ is God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for him. 

(C.T Studd)
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